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Series Foreword

The study of languages forms the foundation of any study of ancient
societies. While we are dependent upon archaeology to unearth pottery,
tools, buildings, and graves, it is through reading the documentary
evidence that we learn the nuances of each culture—from receipts and
letters to myths and legends. And the access to those documents comes
only through the basic work of deciphering scripts, mastering vocabu-
lary, conjugating verbs, and untangling syntax.

Ancient Language Resources brings together some of the most
significant reference works for the study of ancient languages, include-
ing grammars, dictionaries, and related materials. While most of the
volumes will be reprints of classic works, we also intend to include
new publications. The linguistic circle is widely drawn, encompassing
Egyptian, Sumerian, Akkadian, Ugaritic, Phoenician, Hattic, Hittite
(Nesite), Hurrian, Hebrew, Aramaic, Syriac, Ethiopic, Arabic, Greek,
Coptic, Latin, Mandaean, Armenian, and Gothic. It is the hope of the
publishers that this will continue to encourage study of the ancient
languages and keep the work of groundbreaking scholars accessible.

—XK. C. Hanson
Series Editor






Foreword

August Dillman (1823-94) was born at Illingen, Wiirttemberg, and
educated at the seminary in Schonthal (1836—40), and then at the
University of Tiibingen, where he was a student of Heinrich Ewald. He
was an assistant pastor at Sersheim, Wiirttemberg (1845—46), but his
passion was for the study of Semitic languages. He traveled to Paris,
London, and Oxford, studying Ethiopic and cataloging manuscripts in
the British Library and the Bodleian Library. He died in Berlin on July
4, 1894.

Dillmann is considered the father of modern Ethiopic studies. He
became a renowned Semitist, producing catalogs of Ethiopic
manuscripts, an edition of the Bible in Ethiopic, the Ethiopic edition of
I Enoch, an Ethiopic lexicon, and a Ethiopic reader (chrestomathy). He
taught at the universities of Tiibingen, Kiel, Giessen, and Berlin. In
1875-76 Dillmann was the Rektor of the University of Berlin, and in
1881 he was the President of the International Congress of Orientalists.

The select bibliography that follows will hopefully aid the reader
to find additional resources for the study of Ethiopic.

—K. C. Hanson
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFATORY NOTE.

The renewed interest taken in Semitic studies in general
within these recent years, and in particular the continued issue
from the Press of numerous and important Ethiopic texts,—
encourage the hope that an English edition of the leading Ethiopic
Grammar may prove not wholly unwelcome to English-speaking
students at the present time. Few competent judges will challenge
the claim of Dirrmaxn’s ‘Grammar’ to be thus described. No
doubt a long time has elapsed since its first publication, and much
investigation has been applied to the language during the interval;
" but it may be questioned whether any of the essential principles
laid down in DirnMaNN’s work have been affected by these labours,
otherwise than by way of confirmation, or whether any facts of
really fundamental grammatical importance have been added to
our knowledge. Accordingly, although some useful smaller Gram-
mars now exist,—notably the excellent manual published in 1886
by Pror. PrRaETORIUS—, the serious student of Ethiopic must still
have recourse to Dirtmann’s work, particularly in the form given
to it in the second edition (of 1899) by Pror. Brzorp. It is from
that edition that the present translation has been rendered.

It is not contended, in the light of recent research, that
Diznvany was invariably happy in his frequent excursions into
the fascinating but treacherous field of Comparative Semitic; but
even when his conjectural etymologies seem farthest astray, they
are always stimulating and ingenious. It has been thought right,
however, in this connection, to append here and there a cautionary
footnote, when the author appears to give play too freely to his
imagination. Farther, DILLMANN's criticisms of the results obtained
by his great predecessor Luporr are often severe, seldom generous,
and occasionally unfair and even inaccurate. Several instances
are pointed out in the footnotes. But, with all due deduction



VI TRANSLATOR'S PREFATORY NOTE.

made for such blemishes, DiLuMANN'S work remains a monument
—second only to his ¢‘Lexicon’,—of his genius, industry and special
erudition. Tt may be relied on as a safe guide through the mazes
of a difficult speech; and as an institutional work, the foremost in
its department, it is entitled to a high rank among the leading
Semitic Grammars.

Little or no alteration has been made on the text in the
course of translation. I have ventured only to cite a few additional
examples, in the Syntax, from some of the more recently published
Ethiopic works, inserting them either tacitly in the text itself, or
avowedly in the footnotes. The somewhat meagre Table of Con-
tents, given in the Geerman edition, has been considerably expanded;
and the details have been applied marginally, in their proper
places, throughout the book. A few additions have been made in
the first of the appended Tables of Forms; and an Index of Pas-
sages has been drawn up and placed at the end of the volume.
As far as possible, the supporting-passages have been re-verified.
In particular the quotations adduced from the important text of
Henoch, as edited by Dmrmann, have been compared with the -
corresponding passages in FLEMMING'S more recent and more ac-
curate edition; and the differences, when of any importance, have
been pointed out in footnotes(*). This course was considered pre-
ferable to applying in the body of the work the improved readings
presented in Fremmine’s edition, or the suggestions made by
Dvensing in his careful discussion of Fremmine’s Henoch, con-
tributed to the “Gelehrte Anzeigen”, 1903, No. 8 (Gottingen).

It would be difficult to exaggerate my indebtedness to the
distinguished scholar who prepared the last German edition,
Pror. Brzorp of Heidelberg. From the first he took a lively
interest in the version. It was submitted to him in manuscript,
and his suggestions were attended to. He had the great kindness
also to incorporate, at that time, numerous illustrative passages

(1) Just as these lines go to the Press, another edition of the text
of Henoch, by Pror. Crmarres, is announced as immediately forthcoming.
Dr. Cuaries has already done excellent work in this field,—witness his ela-
borate translation and commentary: ‘The Book of Enoch’, Oxford 1893. I am
sorry to have missed seeing his edition of the text, in time to compare, in the
following pages, as occasion might arise and grammatical interest demand,
the readings of this new edition with Frmanne's readings.
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from his admirable edition of the very important text of Kebra
Nagast, then passing through the Press, and to enrich the version
farther by adding many most useful philological and biblio-
graphical footnotes. I have also to express here my sincere
gratitude for the unfailing courtesy and patience with which he
lent his invaluable assistance in the reading of the final proof-
sheets. Pror. Bezorp’s direct contributions are enclosed in square
brackets, both in the text and in the footnotes,—with the excep-
tion that I am responsible for a few bracketed words of a purely
explanatory nature, which occur here and there in the text. My
own footnotes are marked by square brackets enclosing the let-
ters ‘rr’.

I have also to thank the staff of the DruaULIN house for the
successful accomplishment of their difficult task in printing this
edition.

James A. €richton.



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

A fresh treatment of Ethiopic Grammar had for a long time
been urgently required; and, so far as known to me, none of the
older qualified scholars seemed disposed to supply the want. In
these circumstances I readily responded to an invitation addressed
to me by the publishing firm in the summer of 1855, to undertake
this business, — one quite as laborious as remunerative. I was
aware indeed that, if only a larger number of texts had been thor-
oughly investigated and settled, and greater progress had been
made with the deciphering of the Himyaric monuments, many
details would have allowed of more certain and complete recogni-
tion and acceptance. Seeing however that the accomplishment of
these tasks lay still in the distant future, I did not think it wise
to wait for it; and, even as it was, a rich field, ripe for cutting
and gathering in, already lay before me.

The terms of my arrangement with the publisher restricted,
to some extent, the time available for work, and also the compass
of the volume. Still, I have endeavoured to satisfy, as far as pos-
sible within the prescribed limits, those requirements of a gram-
matical work which are insisted on by our advanced philology.
The material of the language has been thoroughly gone over afresh,
in all its parts and on every side; and many new observations,
of which Lwopor¥ had no presentiment, hive been the result,
as every single section of the book will show. In explaining the
phenomena of the language and duly ranking them in its system,
I was still more completely left to my own enquiries, as fore-
going labours in this department have been much more scanty.
Many things here are, of course, matter of grammatical theory
previously adopted, so that others, who profess a different theory
will attempt a different explanation. Many things, — in the views
given of Pronunciation and Accent for instance, — must per-
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haps always remain uncertain and obscure, because the historical
information, which alone could decide, is wanting. Many things
too had to be set down without being fully demonstrated, because
space was not obtainable for their proper discussion. In the refe-
rences mentioned, it is but desirable that other scholars should
now speak out, and take up the discussion of these more difficult
and obscure questions. Science, —to the service of which alone
this book is devoted, would be a gainer. But every one who
peruses my book will be convinced, I trust, that Ethiopic grammar,
which has been neglected so long, sheds quite as much light on
the grammars of the other Semitic languages as it receives from
them.

Perhaps some justification is required for the great length
at which, in the Phonology, I have sought to authenticate by exam-
ples the Sound-transitions between KEthiopic roots and those of
the other Semitic tongues. I know from experience the perplexing
effect, which is produced upon one who approaches Kthiopic from
the side of the other Semitic languages, caused by a host of ex-
pressions and roots; and therefore I wished to clear the way for a
more thorough insight, by discussing a number of etymologies, and
by analysing the Sound-changes upon which this phenomenon rests.
Much here is, of course, merely matter of conjecture and must
long remain so, — in fact until dialectic phonetic interchange is
more strictly investigated by Semitic philologists, and traced back
to sure principles. However, even the danger of falling into error
here and there in detail, did not prevent me from tackling the
matter.

In the Syntax I was obliged to compress my work, seeing
that the space allowed was already more than exhausted. Accord-
ingly it was only what was peculiar and remarkable in Ethiopic
that I was able to treat with any thoroughness; while I could
merely touch upon what had become familiar from the other
Semitic languages. In the arrangement of the Syntax I have ad-
hered almost entirely to the order adopted in Ewarp’s ‘Hebrew
Grammay’, which seemed to be the most accurate and suitable.
Altogether this part of the work, for which Luporr did almost
nothing, claims to be no more than a first draught, which still
awaits much filling in by means of farther studies. A few para-
- graphs T would gladly have altered, if the manuscript had not by
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that time left my hands. Then too, the Sections turned out some-
what unequal in extent; but, on account of the constant references
backwards and forwards, it had become exceedingly difficult to
make any alteration in this respect.

The supporting-passages I have taken, as far as possible, from
the Bible in print, and in this I have founded upon Prart’s edition
of the New Testament, LiupoLr's of the Psalins, LaUurexcE's of
4 Bsra, and my own edition of the Octateuch and the Book of
Henoch. Quotations are occasionally made from Manuscript sources
in the case of the other Biblical Books, as well as in the case
of the Book of Jubilees, (Kufalé), Vita Adami, (Gadla Addam), Li-
turgies, Organon, Hymnologies of the British Bible Society, Abys-
sinian Chronicles and Salota Reqgt.

It is hoped that every foreigner will kindly excuse, and every
German approve of, my having written the book in German: to
write a Grammar in Latin is restricting and troublesome, and to
read it is pain.

It seemed to me unnecessary in itself to add an Index of
Words and Subjects, and it was besides precluded by my having
already exceeded the limits allowed the book.

Kiel, 15™ April, 1857.

The Author.



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

The highly honouring proposal was made to me on the part of
the Publishing firm, at the suggestion of Pror. NOLDEKE, and with
the sanction of the Author's representatives, to prepare a second
edition of the present work. A wish which had been cherished for
many years by the Author, who has been removed from us, was
thereby to be fulfilled. Pror. Dinrmann had gathered together
a large number of notes in his own interleaved copy of the Gram-
mar with a view to a revised edition, and had continued the process
till shortly before his death. A foundation was thus laid for the
present edition, which, at the express desire of the representatives,
takes, upon the whole, the form of a reproduction of the original
work, with the author’s numerous additions and relatively few emen-
dations.

In consequence of the restriction thus laid upon me in the work
of revisal, the original character of the book has been absolutely
preserved. But another consequence of course was, that it be-
came impossible for the new editor to undertake any thorough-
going alterations in individual passages. ProF. DirrmMann him-
self, if it had been permitted him, would doubtless have undertaken
a much more vigorous recasting or regular revision of the book.
Beyond trifling alterations of expression, and the tacit correction
of manifest errors of the Press, I have merely rectified certain
mistakes, — proved by facts to be such, —and which Dizrmany
would at this time of day have acknowledged. The entire respon-
sibility, as well as the entire merit, accordingly remains with the
Author, even in this second edition. My contributions— in the
way of correction of the original work and addition of a few notices
of the literature of the subject — are marked by square brackets.

I thought I might venture upon greater liberty in the use
made of the Author’s Manuscript additions. In particular, the
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lengthy and frequently recurring extracts from later writings, —
which Dizrmany had entered in his copy, manifestly for his own
readier guidance, —have been replaced by mere references to the
works concerned: other material too, especially all that seemed to
lie beyond the scope of an Ethiopic grammar, has been left out
of account. On the other hand I considered that I was acting in
the spirit of the Author in endeavouring to extend, support and
adjust the lists of examples, often very briefly stated by him, and
in many cases consisting of a single FEthiopic word, — a labour
which was facilitated, and in many cases in fact made possible, only
through Dirimanw’s ‘Lexicon Linguae Ethiopicae’. Occasionally,
instead of a long series of supporting-passages I have given a direct
reference to the ‘Lexicon’.

The now antiquated second Table of the first edition, with
the “older Forms of Ethiopic writing”, has been set aside for
various reasons.

A few additions, marked “NOLDEKE”, originated in the course
of reading the proof-sheets, which Pror. NOLDEKE revised at my
request on account of the extensions of the new edition springing
out of DiLzmanN’s copy. Of course the distinguished scholar just
named does not thereby incur any responsibility for my perfor-
mance. But, beyond an honest endeavour to restore as well as I
could the work of the much revered dead, it was his lively in-
terest in this work and 7%is continual assistance with head and
hand, which alone gave me the needful courage to undertake the
task and to conduct it to its close. For this service I hope he will
kindly accept here my heartfelt thanks.

Lugano, 25" April, 1899.

C. Bezold.



NOTE ON THE ENGLISH EDITION.

It is with great pleasure that I avail myself of the oppor-
tunity, here afforded me, of expressing my thorough approval of
Dr. CricETON’S translation of DILLMANN’S work, which will form a
worthy companion-volume to his recent edition of Pror. NOLDEKE'S
‘Syriac Grammar’. The clear and idiomatic English, into which
Dintmany’s rather difficult German has been rendered, testifies
once more to Dr. CrrcETON's ability and skill in such translation,
as well as to the minute and conscientious accuracy, combined
with sound scholarship, with which he has undertaken and brought
to a successful completion his laborious task. I venture to hope
and believe that Dinnmann’s book will henceforth appeal with
effect to a still wider circle of readers, and increase yet farther
the interest taken in Ethiopic Grammar among English-speaking
students of Semitic.

Heidelberg, November 1906.
C. Bezold.
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INTRODUCTION.

GENERAL REMARKS ON THE ETHIOPIC
| LANGUAGE.

§ 1. The beginnings of the great Abyssinian kingdom stretch
back to pretty early times, which cannot now be more exactly
determined. It emerged into the light of history immediately upon
its conversion to Christianity in the third century, and with in-
creasing clearness on to the seventh; and from that time forward,
all through the Middle Ages and up to the commencement of
the seventeenth century, it occupied an important position in the
midst of the bordering populations of Africa and Arabia. In that
kingdom once flourished the language commonly called Ethiopic,
and it is to the description of that language that the present work
is devoted. Originally one only of the manifol